
On-Site
Room & Board

Provided

Contracts from 
Mid-June to 
Mid-August

MAINTENANCE AND TRANSPOTATION

JOIN OUR STAFF
Founded in 1936, Camp Tamakwa is a coed children's overnight summer camp 
located in beautiful Algonquin Provincial Park. We offer a diverse in-camp 
program with over 20 activities as well as a robust canoe tripping program. 

Camp Tamakwa, a unique summer camp accessible only by boat, is seeking dedicated and adaptable 
individuals to join our Maintenance and Transportation team. This team plays a crucial role in ensuring 

the safety and enjoyment of 300 campers while supporting the smooth operation of camp life. 
Responsibilities include transporting campers and their belongings to and from camp, delivering food 
supplies, managing waste removal, performing repairs, and maintaining the campsite to the highest 

standards of cleanliness and functionality. Members of the Maintenance and Transportation team must 
demonstrate a strong sense of responsibility, flexibility, and a solid work ethic. They should work well 
both independently and as part of a team and enjoy being in an environment surrounded by children.

Qualifications & Requirements

CONTACT US TO APPLY
tamakwa.com • 416.924.7433 • staffing@tamakwa.com @camptamakwa

 WHMIS & OHSA Training
 Pleasure Craft Operator Card
 Criminal Reference Check

 Minimum Age 17
 Standard First Aid Certification preferred



Breakdown of Role and Responsibilities
Camp Tamakwa's transportation team plays a vital role in ensuring smooth camp operations by 
managing the movement of campers, supplies, and essential goods, as well as supporting general site 
maintenance and cleanliness. Responsibilities include:

• Manage the transport of people and goods to and from the remote, water-accessible camp.
• Operate various watercraft, including a barge, pointer boats, aluminum boats with tiller-drive

motors, and possibly a tractor.
• Perform some heavy lifting as required.
• Collect garbage and manage waste removal.
• Handle food orders and delivery logistics.
• Assist office staff with coordinating the camp laundry service.
• Assist office staff with mail delivery and pick-up services.
• Ensure gas tanks for water vessels are full at the start of each day.
• Assist the head of maintenance with propane checks and transport propane tanks across the lake

for refills when necessary.
• Ensure all water vessels meet Ontario-regulated safety standards and are in safe working

condition each day.
• Support general maintenance around camp, including cutting grass, pruning trees, replacing light

bulbs, and other upkeep tasks.

About Tamakwa
Camp Tamakwa is a children’s overnight summer camp in Algonquin Park located 2.5 hours north of 
Toronto. Founded in 1936, Tamakwa is home to over 250 boys and girls aged 7-16. The camp's deliberately 
small size ensures intimate camper-to-staff ratios, fostering a supportive environment across all aspects of 
daily camp life. Tamakwa prides itself on upholding traditional values, cultivating a strong sense of camp 
spirit, prioritizing safety, and facilitating skill development. What sets Tamakwa apart is its rich tapestry of 
traditions, the warm embrace of a family-like atmosphere, and the uniqueness of its boat-only access 
campsite. The camp offers a diverse array of activities, including numerous watersports, landsports, creative 
arts, and outdoor skills, complemented by a premier canoe tripping program.

Why Work at Camp?
Working at Camp Tamakwa is a uniquely rewarding experience. It combines the joy of working with 
children, the beauty of the Algonquin outdoors, and the chance to connect with people from around 
the world. Our staff are responsible, creative, outgoing, flexible, and fun-loving young adults who 
eagerly disconnect from technology to engage with campers in a welcoming camp family environment. 
This isn't your typical city job; it's a place where you'll collaborate with like-minded individuals to create 
a fun-filled experience. For campers and staff alike, it's a space to be yourself and share your unique 
talents with others. As a staff member at Tamakwa, you'll work hard – and have the time of your life.

Unplug for the Summer
A unique aspect of Tamakwa is the un-plugged nature of living up in Algonquin Park. That means no 
cell phones, iPads, or computers. In order to maintain this special tradition for our campers, we do not 
allow staff members to keep personal phones in camp or on canoe trips. Cell phones are locked in the 
office, charged, and returned for days off only. Staff will have use of a computer and a public phone 
during their evening time off in staff rec.

Breakdown of Role and Responsibilities:
Part 1: Being a Senior Counsellor

Senior Counsellors are pivotal in creating a secure and nurturing environment for every child to thrive. 
Guiding and mentoring with the support of dedicated Junior Counsellors, our Senior Counsellors oversee 
cabin life, infusing each day with laughter and learning. This role offers a chance to make a profound 
impact on young lives. Senior Counsellors lead by example, from mealtime to staffing memorable canoe 
trips, fostering growth and camaraderie. Ensuring 24-hour camper supervision is a vital commitment at 
Tamakwa, with SCs playing a pivotal role in fulfilling this obligation. SC’s report directly to your Section 
Head for ongoing feedback and formal monthly evaluations. Key responsibilities include: 

• Exemplify behaviours like kindness, patience, adaptability, and open-mindedness.
• Familiarize yourself with campers on an individual basis, encouraging them to derive the utmost 

benefit from their camp program. Encourage campers to actively engage in chosen and cabin 
activities, striving for their personal best.

• Foster positive communication among campers, counselors, and fellow staff members. Cultivate a 
warm, caring, and welcoming environment both within and outside the cabin.

• Promptly inform the Section Head or other Head Staff of any arising issues, including homesickness, 
illness, bullying, anti-social behaviour, or any other concerns.

• Provide continuous supervision for campers during wake-up, mealtimes, cabin clean-up, rest hour, 
evening programs, and bedtime.

• Collaborate with the SC to oversee campers' sleep and personal hygiene routines, including 
bathing and teeth brushing. 

• Ensure campers promptly receive first aid and necessary medical attention.
• Maintain daily cabin cleanliness.
• Verify campers are appropriately dressed and equipped for the prevailing activity and weather 

conditions.
• Ensure campers receive proper nutrition and hydration for full engagement in camp activities.

Part 2: Staffing Cabin Activities and Canoe Trips

Senior Counsellors travel with their campers to three of the five daily activity periods, supervising 
campers, bringing the fun, and leading by example. At Tamakwa, we place a strong emphasis on cabin 
unity, which means you will be called upon to participate in all events, theme day and colour war 
programming, cookouts, and other cabin activities. Canoe tripping, a cornerstone of Tamakwa values, 
embodies group unity, adventure, and resourcefulness. There may be instances where you'll be asked 
to assist not only with your cabin’s canoe trip but also with other trips, sometimes on short notice. 
Flexibility is key to ensuring a successful summer for everyone.
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